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Melbourne 
Airport’s  
Third  
Runway

Melbourne Airport needs a third runway to deliver a parallel runway system  
to keep up with aviation growth demands, support passenger choices, increase 
competition, reduce delays and airline costs, and enable economic growth  
in Victoria and Australia.

Melbourne Airport has experienced long-term, strong and resilient growth in 
passenger numbers and aircraft movements. In the last decade, international 
growth has outstripped other Australian airports. The number of aircraft and 
passengers that will travel through Melbourne Airport is forecast to grow from  
37 million passengers (FY 2019) to around 83 million passengers by 2046.
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The new runway will:

Enable an extra 

23 million 
passengers to use the 

airport every year by 2046

Be 

3000m  
long

with a 200m starter 
extension

 Support 

37,000 
additional jobs in  
Victoria by 2046

Existing east-west  
will be shortened to 

1940m

Contribute an additional

$4.6 billion 
to Gross State Product 

every year by 2046

See

136,500 
additional aircraft 

movements  
each year

Take 

4-5 years
to construct
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What is  
Melbourne 
Airport’s  
Third Runway?

Melbourne Airport proposes a new third runway with a north-south 
orientation and the shortening of its existing east–west runway. When 
approved, Melbourne Airport’s new third runway will be located 
approximately 1.3km to the west of the existing north-south runway. The 
proposed new runway will be 3kms long, with a 200m starter extension; 
while the existing east-west runway will be shortened from 2286m to 
1940m. A new parallel runway system will be able to handle all aircraft 
types. Supporting infrastructure includes taxiway network, access roads, 
construction facilities and site works such as a new stormwater drainage 
network, utilities and services.
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Why does 
Melbourne 
Airport need  
a new runway?

What benefits  
will a new runway 
bring to Australia,  
Victoria and 
Melbourne?

What happens 
if Melbourne 
Airport does  
not build the 
new runway?

Melbourne Airport passenger numbers continue to grow, and the current 
runway system will exceed capacity by 2026. Meeting demand for air travel to 
Melbourne is vital to the Victorian economy. Melbourne Airport needs additional 
runway capacity to allow for more arrivals and departures, and reduce the 
amount of time planes spend on the ground waiting to depart, or in the air 
waiting to land. In 2019 scheduled flight cancellations and delays were becoming 
increasingly frequent and recovery from delays was becoming more difficult to 
achieve. A third runway will allow Melbourne Airport to keep up with the growth 
in demand, support better passenger choices, reduce delays and airline costs, 
and enable economic growth in Victoria and Australia.

Melbourne Airport plays a vital role in supporting the Australian and Victorian 
community and economy. During construction and operation, the third runway 
will support 37,000 additional jobs in Victoria and contribute an additional $4.6 
billion per annum to Gross State Product by 2046. By 2046, the new runway 
capacity will enable an additional 23 million passengers per annum and 
additional 136,500 aircraft flights each year, representing 40% more passengers 
and 43% more aircraft flights.

Scheduled flight cancellations and delays are becoming increasingly frequent  
and recovery from delays is becoming more difficult. In 2019 the demand on  
the existing runway system was resulting in significant delays and the system was 
reaching practical capacity. By 2026 the demand on the existing runway system 
will exceed capacity for the entire morning, a period in the mid-afternoon and 
for the evening periods for all weekdays throughout the year. Without a third 
runway, growth will be inhibited, impacting Victoria’s economy. The cost 
of air travel will rise, impacting affordability and choice for passengers, and 
national productivity.

Melbourne Airport’s Third Runway



What will  
the noise 
impacts be?

Why is adequate 
runway capacity 
at Melbourne 
Airport important 
for the Australian 
Aviation network?

Were any 
alternatives 
to building a 
new runway 
considered to 
meet growth 
demands?

If the proposed third runway is approved, residents to the north and south  
of the airport living in suburbs will notice more aircraft flying overhead 
once it is in operation. Aircraft tend to make more noise when taking off. 
Several proposed operating procedures have been designed to attempt to 
alleviate noise where possible. However, the final flight path design will occur 
following approval and will be facilitated by Airservices Australia. The existing 
east-west runway will continue to be used, however less frequently in changed 
parallel runway operation modes. More information about how airport noise 
affects you can be found using Melbourne Airport’s Noise Tool available at 
melbourneairport.com.au

Melbourne Airport is Australia’s second busiest passenger airport. Melbourne 
Airport’s runways are fundamental in supporting growing demand across the 
Australian aviation network. Routes between Melbourne Airport and Sydney, 
Brisbane and Gold Coast all appear in the top 10 domestic trips. Melbourne 
Airport must increase its runway capacity so knock-on effects of delays are not 
experienced at these and other Australian airports. Under its lease of the airport 
site from the Commonwealth Government.

Before recommending a north-south parallel runway system, Melbourne Airport 
considered a number of master planning options and alternatives to meet 
forecast demand. The airport’s long-term plan remains a dual parallel runway 
system, which was first approved in the 1990 Melbourne Airport Strategy and 
in every Melbourne Airport master plan since. A north-south parallel runway 
system is the most appropriate solution for managing increasing demand for air 
travel to and from Melbourne.
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Why we need a third runway

Melbourne Airport supports 

six of the 10  
busiest domestic 

flight routes in Australia

83 million 
passengers 

expected to pass through  
Melbourne Airport by 2046

Melbourne Airport is one of the

busiest airports  
in the world 

without a parallel runway system

Melbourne’s population  
is expected to reach 

six million  
people by 2030 
exceeding Sydney and placing  

more demand on air travel
Typically, approximately 

60 per cent 
of all aircraft operating Australian 

domestic, and narrow-body  
short-haul international routes  

cycle through Melbourne Airport 

every weekday
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How will the 
new runway be 
constructed?

Why was a north-
south orientation 
chosen?

The construction start date is subject to Commonwealth Government approval. 
When approved, construction will take 4-5 years in a staged program of 
works designed to reduce impacts on airport operations and neighbouring 
communities. Construction includes large-scale earthworks for the runway and 
taxiway platforms, asphalt and concrete pavement works, drainage works and 
various services and supporting infrastructure. Melbourne Airport will manage 
environmental risks during construction through the implementation of a 
detailed Construction Environmental Management Plan.

As part of the 2013 Master plan, Melbourne Airport, in consultation with key 
aviation stakeholders, undertook a number of studies to investigate whether 
the development of a new parallel north-south or new parallel east-west runway 
would be better for the airport’s third runway. The studies identified that the 
east-west orientation was the preferable option. However, in 2018 Melbourne 
Airport announced a pause to the preparation of the MDP for the east-west 
runway to undertake a ‘Planning Review’ of the project. This task evaluated a 
range of regulatory, technology, environmental, etc. changes that had occurred 
since 2013, and compared east-west and north-south runway configurations in 
consideration of this revised planning environment.  

The Planning Review yielded strong evidence that the north-south system 
had become the superior option in terms of availability, capacity, long-term 
investment profile and overall community impacts. Following extensive 
consultation with government, regulators and airlines to validate the Planning 
Review, a change in orientation for the third runway, to north-south, was 
announced in November 2019.
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What is the 
approval 
process for the 
third runway?

Melbourne Airport’s Third Runway Preliminary Draft Major Development Plan 
is a detailed document that considers impacts on the community and the 
environment. 

The Preliminary Draft MDP provides technical details about the program  
and explains the benefits of the third runway. It also provides information 
about, and potential management measures for, noise, environment, health 
and social impacts.

PRELIMINARY DRAFT MAJOR 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

Community and stakeholder  
consultation to seek feedback during  

60-day (minimum) exhibition period

DRAFT MAJOR DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Submitted to Federal Minister for Infrastructure, 
Transport, Regional Development and Cities approval

PREPARATION PRELIMINARY DRAFT 
MAJOR DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Initial preparation of the preliminary  
draft Major Development Plan

APPROVED MAJOR DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Melbourne Airport’s Third Runway Major  
Development Plan Approved

EARLY 
2023

LATE  
2022

FEB  
2022

2019- 
2022
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