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Hazelwood Rehabilitation Project 

Environment Effects Statement 
taking shape
The Environment Effects Statement (EES) is Victoria’s most stringent 
environmental assessment process, and preparation of the EES for the 
Hazelwood Rehabilitation Project has been underway since 2022.

The Hazelwood EES includes 17 technical studies, ranging from assessment of 
ground movement and ecology to Aboriginal cultural heritage, water quality and 
climate change.

Agencies including EPA Victoria, DEECA Water and Catchments, Latrobe City 
Council and the West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority have been 
reviewing and advising ENGIE Hazelwood and the Department of Transport and 
Planning (DTP) on the adequacy of these studies.

All 17 technical studies for the EES are ready for further regulatory assessment, 
paving the way for important next steps in 2026 when the EES is expected to be 
exhibited for public review and submissions.

Engagement with the Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation 
(GLaWAC) and with key agencies like Resources Victoria, DEECA and the Mine 
Land Rehabilitation Authority (MLRA) is continuing as ENGIE Hazelwood updates 
its Declared Mine Rehabilitation Plan (DMRP) in readiness for inclusion with the 
exhibited EES next year.

> Turn the page to read about feedback we received on the DMRP and steps for 
exhibition and public submissions on the EES.

 

Stay  
up to date
To keep up to date 
on the Hazelwood 
Rehabilitation Project, 
visit hazelwood 
rehabilitation.com.au

https://www.hazelwoodrehabilitation.com.au/engie/hazelwood


Review of the Hazelwood Rehabilitation 
Project under the EPBC Act
In addition to the requirement for an EES, the Hazelwood Rehabilitation Project was determined by the 
Australian Government to be a controlled action requiring assessment under the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) due to the project’s potential effects on:
• the Gippsland Lakes Ramsar-listed wetlands 
• listed threatened species 
• listed migratory species 
• a water resource, in relation to coal seam gas or a large coal mining development.

As part of the project’s assessment under the EPBC Act, some of the project’s EES technical studies are  
being reviewed by the Independent Expert Scientific Committee (IESC) on Coal Seam Gas and Large Coal 
Mining Development to provide advice on the project’s impacts on water resources and inform regulatory 
decision making. 

The IESC is a statutory Committee, commissioned under the EPBC Act, of leading scientists that 
independently advise ministers and government regulators on the impacts that large coal mining related 
developments may have on Australia’s water resources.

The IESC review is a key step in assessing the project’s effects on matters of national environmental 
significance under the EPBC Act. Once completed, the IESC recommendations will be available at  
www.iesc.gov.au

The EES will be updated in response to the IESC’s advice and reviewed for adequacy by the Department of 
Transport and Planning before the Minister for Planning authorises the EES for exhibition.
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Consultation so far on preparation of the EES

Scoping Requirements 
established

•	Draft Scoping 
Requirements exhibited  
by DTP

•	Community consultation

•	Public submissions on draft 
Scoping Requirements

•	Final Scoping Requirements 
established by DTP

2023 2024 2025 2026 2027

Prepare the EES

•	Specialist studies to 
address the Scoping 
Requirements

•	Community 
consultation to inform 
the preparation of  
the EES

•	Technical Reference 
Group (TRG) advice 
and review of the EES

EES public 
exhibition
•	EES released 
for public 
comment 

Inquiry and Advisory 
Committee hearings
•	Appointment of an 
Inquiry and Advisory 
Committee (IAC) 

•	IAC public hearings
•	IAC considers the 
EES, project effects 
and submissions and 
provides a report to the 
Minister for Planning

Minister for Planning’s 
assessment
•	Minister’s assessment 
of the environmental 
effects of the project

•	Statutory decision 
makers will consider 
the Minister’s 
Assessment in their 
decisions regarding the 
Project approvals

www.iesc.gov.au


Asbestos 
landfill cap 
approved
Final capping of the approved asbestos 
landfill at the Hazelwood Rehabilitation 
Project will commence soon, following 
approval of the final design by the EPA.

The landfill is in the former Hazelwood 
Ash Pond 1 (HAP1), which was redesigned 
during the demolition phase of the Project 
to ensure safe disposal of any asbestos 
materials on the site.

With construction of the former Hazelwood  
Power Station taking place in the 1960s and  
1970s when asbestos was a commonly used 
product, a huge focus during demolition and 
other works was on ensuring all asbestos 
materials were carefully managed. 

The former ash pond is close to the 
former power station site and ensured 
minimal transport of materials. The final 
capping is the last step in what has been a 
concentrated effort by the Rehabilitation 
team working in conjunction with regulatory 
authorities.

Pre-capping works have been underway 
for some time while the final design was 
confirmed. That design includes special 
liners across the area, and will be finished 
with top soil and seeding. 

The work is expected to be completed in  
mid 2026.

ENGIE funding 
supports biolink 
enhancement 
Funding support from ENGIE is helping enhance a 
Gippsland biolink project, which runs adjacent to 
the Hazelwood Rehabilitation Project.

As a part of a broader partnership, ENGIE is 
working with Landcare to provide grants for local 
environmental projects, enhance biodiversity near 
our projects and help educate our people. One 
of the recent grants was awarded to the Latrobe 
Catchment Landcare Network.

The $18,000 grant will go towards works along 
the Strzelecki-Alpine Biolink just west of the mine, 
which aim to protect and improve habitat corridors 
from the Strzelecki Ranges to the alpine region in 
Gippsland’s north. 

It is a long term project and the funding from 
ENGIE will support works including up to 500 
metres of rural fencing to protect waterways 
and sensitive habitats, planting of 2,250 locally 
sourced native plants to create and strengthen 
wildlife corridors and provision of plant guards, 
stakes, and site preparation to ensure high survival 
rates. 

Discussions are underway with local landholders 
and with work undertaken in early 2026, the 
aim is to plant in autumn / winter, depending on 
weather conditions. Capping works on HAP1



Declared Mine Rehabilitation Plan
While the EES will assess the effects of the pit lake land form as the preferred option for rehabilitation 
of the Hazelwood mine void, the Declared Mine Rehabilitation Plan (DMRP) details the management and 
monitoring systems ENGIE Hazelwood will use to meet all regulatory and safety requirements prior to 
licence relinquishment.

Relevant feedback on the DMRP from submissions and consultation undertaken by ENGIE in 2025 has 
helped to inform an updated DMRP which will be attached to the exhibited EES next year.

Key feedback so far on the DMRP has included:

•	Mixed views on the pit lake: some 
see as a tourism and economic 
opportunity, others question long-
term stability.

•	Broad support for rezoning areas 
to enable tourism, residential, 
commercial, agriculture, and 
energy uses.

•	Calls for a unified regional 
framework for post-closure 
planning.

Water resources and 
quality
•	Concerns about water quality 

at the site and for connected 
waterways, including in relation 
to the Hazelwood Ash Retention 
Area (HARA).

•	Mixed views on using water from 
significant Morwell River flood 
events and emphasis on the need 
to protect the Gippsland Lakes 
Ramsar site.

•	 Interest in recycled or desalinated 
water options for lake filling.

•	Traditional Owners highlighted 
water sovereignty, cultural values, 
and involvement in monitoring.

Fire risk preparedness
•	Clear strategies to protect 

communities during rehabilitation.

What we heard

Stability and geotechnical
•	Strong interest in long-term 

monitoring and risk management.

•	Requests to ensure stability of the 
HARA and embankments before 
lake filling.

•	 Independent verification and 
clarity on accountability post-
licence relinquishment.

Cultural heritage
•	Embed Traditional Owner 

knowledge in landform design, 
revegetation, and water planning.

•	Coal mine remediation seen as 
an opportunity for healing and 
honouring Country.

•	Protect and restore cultural 
heritage throughout works.

Ecology and biodiversity
•	Questions about pit lake depth 

for biodiversity and migratory 
species.

•	 Importance of protecting 
threatened species and preventing 
pests.

•	Opportunities for biodiversity 
corridors, floating ecosystems, and 
wetland restoration.

Amenity improvements
•	Support for recreational lake and 

adventure hub linking regional 
attractions.

•	Requests for quality infrastructure 
and cultural heritage integration 
through signage and education.

 

Land use and planning
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ENGIE Hazelwood acknowledges that the Gunaikurnai people are the Traditional Owners and Native 
Title holders of lands and waters in the Latrobe Valley and broader Gippsland region in which the ENGIE 
Hazelwood Rehabilitation Project is located, and we pay our respects to Elders past and present.

Look ahead to 2026
With the EES process now advancing towards the expected exhibition 
in 2026, you will be able to access and read the EES and draft Planning 
Scheme Amendment and have your say by making a submission, which 
will be considered by an Inquiry and Advisory Committee appointed by the 
Victorian Minister for Planning.

While the exact timing for EES exhibition is not yet confirmed, ENGIE 
Hazelwood will keep local communities up-to-date and well informed in 
advance so you know where to access the EES and how to make  
a submission.

We’ll continue to coordinate with the Department of Transport and Planning 
which manages the EES process on behalf of the Minister for Planning to 
ensure information on the EES and submission process is clearly available.

How we’ll keep you informed about 
the EES and public exhibition:
• Direct email updates: if you haven’t already, click here to join our mailing list

• Website updates at hazelwoodrehabiitation.com.au
• Advertising and media updates in the Latrobe Valley Express, Victorian 

newspaper and local radio

hazelwoodrehabiitation.com.au
https://www.hazelwoodrehabilitation.com.au/engie/hazelwood
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