
Environment Effects Statement

The Environment Effects Statement (EES) and draft Planning 
Scheme Amendment (PSA) closed for comment at 11.59pm on 
Monday 25 August 2025 but remain available for viewing. 

The Inquiry and Advisory Committee 
(IAC) (appointed by the Minister for 
Planning) held a directions hearing 
on Monday 15 September 2025 to set 
the scope and conduct of the public 
hearing, which commenced on Monday 
27 October 2025 and concluded on 
Tuesday 3 March 2026.

 

At the public hearing the IAC considered 
the exhibited EES and draft PSA, all 
submissions and evidence, the views 
of Traditional Owners and Registered 
Aboriginal Parties, and any other 
relevant information.

The IAC will provide advice to the 
Minister for Planning, the Minister will 
then assess the environmental effects  
of the project after considering the  
IAC’s report.

Information on the EES process can be  
found on the Engage Victoria website.info



EES and approvals overview
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Further information on the EES public review process 
can be found on the Department of Transport and 
Planning website (Public review of an EES). 
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The Western Renewables Link is a complex project developed 
over several years with ongoing engagement with landholders, 
communities, industry and government. The project requires 
detailed technical investigations and a comprehensive planning and 
approval process before construction may commence.  
The Environment Effects Statement (EES) 
describes the proposed project and its expected 
environmental effects, the process undertaken 
to develop the project, and how we propose to 
avoid, mitigate or manage environmental effects.

The EES process is administered by the 
Department of Transport and Planning (DTP), 
formerly the Department of Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning (DELWP), on behalf of 
Victoria’s Minister for Planning.

The Western Renewables Link EES has been 
prepared in accordance with the Ministerial 
guidelines for the assessment of environmental 
effects under the Environment Effects Act 1978 
(Vic) and scoping requirements issued by the 
Minister for Planning for the project. We have also 
prepared a draft Planning Scheme Amendment 
(PSA), in accordance with the Planning and 
Environment Act 1987 (Vic).

Whilst the EES exhibition period closed at 11.59pm 
on Monday 25 August 2025, the EES remains 
accessible for public viewing.

   



Next steps

Information on the EES process can be 
found on the Engage Victoria website.arrow-pointer

The Victorian Minister for Planning appointed an independent 
Inquiry and Advisory Committee (IAC) to conduct a public hearing, 
which commenced on Monday 27 October 2025 and concluded on 
3 March 2026. 
The IAC reviews the exhibited EES and draft 
PSA, all submissions and evidence, the views of 
Traditional Owners and Registered Aboriginal 
Parties, and any other relevant information.  

The IAC will now prepare a report on the 
significance and acceptability of environmental 
effects of the project. The report will be provided 
to the Minister for Planning.  

The Minister will then issue an assessment, 
which will determine whether the project’s 
environmental effects are acceptable.

   

REVIEWS AND ASSESSMENTPREPARATION

�

The Minister 
for Planning 
determined 
that an EES 
was required 
for the Project 
and published 
the final 
scoping 
requirements 
in 2023*.

The Project 
prepared an 
EES after 
undertaking 
20 technical 
studies and 
consulting 
with the 
community 
and 
stakeholders.

The Minister for 
Planning 
appointed
an Inquiry and 
Advisory 
Committee (IAC) 
who reviewed the 
EES, the draft 
Planning Scheme 
Amendment (PSA) 
and submissions 
made by the 
public.

Formal public 
hearings held.

The
EES was 
displayed for 
40 business 
days. During 
this time 
public 
submissions 
were invited.

The Minister 
for Planning 
reviews the IAC 
inquiry report, 
submissions 
and the 
exhibited EES, 
and prepares 
the Minister’s 
Assessment.

The relevant 
decision-makers 
consider the 
Minister’s 
Assessment 
in deciding 
whether or not 
to approve the 
Project under 
applicable 
legislation.

Commonwealth approval
The Project is a ‘controlled action’ and will require 
assessment and approval under the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conversation (EPBC) Act 
1999. Through the bilateral assessment agreement 
the EES process will inform an approval decision.

Planning Scheme Amendment
Planning approval via an Amendment to the 
Northern Grampians, Pyrenees, Ballarat, Hepburn, 
Moorabool and Melton Planning Schemes under the 
Planning and Environment Act 1987.

Cultural Heritage Management Plans
Cultural Heritage Management Plans (CHMPs) 
will be prepared in accordance with the 
requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006.

*This was previously determined in 2020 and re-confirmed in 2023 to reflect changes to the Project. 


