




 

 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	

 

 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.0Landscape and Urban Design 

4.1 Key design moves 
The key design moves are informed by the defined urban design objectives and Celebrate Terrestrial Country Repair and reveal the post industrial landscape 
principles. Elements from the Berrys Bay Landscape Master Plan (2022) were carried 
forward and refined. 

– Healing and restoration of the landscape, including remediation of soil, – Integrating and celebrating the sandstone escarpments into design, creating 
increased tree canopy, and support of biodiversity opportunities to interact and engage with the terrain 

– Repair and rebuild seawalls – Provide flexible gathering spaces to accommodate cultural teaching 
– Reinterpret industrial heritage elements, telling the story of the land – Maintain and reinforce important sightlines to and from Country 
– Integrate existing bund wall into the parkland 

– Reuse of site materials wherever feasible to create new elements within the 
open space 
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Improve water quality 

– Design stormwater flow with nature-based solutions, allowing for 
percolation and natural filtration of flowing water 

– Using vegetation to assist with improved water quality and biodiversity 
along the escarpment 

– Integration of bio-filtration to clean runoff on its way to the harbour and allow 
for continuation of the habitat established in Carradah Park 

– Maximise pervious paving throughout the site 

Foster habitat and enhanced canopy cover 

– Retaining and regenerating areas of endemic vegetation 

– Continue bushland vegetation, creating a connection between Balls Head 
Reserve and Carradah Park 

– Provide opportunities for marine habitat along the coastline 

– Encourage habitat creation for marine and aquatic life through swales, rain 
gardens, and foreshore treatment 

– Introduce native species that are tied in with First Nations practices of 
basket weaving, canoe building, and fishing practices 

– Reflect the change in seasons through cycles of flowering and harvesting of 
endemic plant 

Activate parkland 

– Creation of accessible formal and informal gathering and play spaces across 
the site 

– Provision of recreational amenity like picnic tables and BBQ spaces 

– Creation of a continuous foreshore connection, improving visual and sensory 
connections to the Harbour 

– Opportunity to have educational gathering spaces where the history of the 
land can be shared through story telling and interpretive art installations 
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4.2 Structure plan 
A holistic approach has been adopted to reinforce the identity of the site as a continuous 
and unified parkland. This is achieved through a consistent design language, particularly 
in the use of materials and detailing. 

To guide the design development, the site was divided into a series of zones, each 
responding to their specific context. The overarching structure plan serves as the primary 
framework for organising the site and integrating project elements to support a diverse 
parkland program. 

The rationale for the zoning includes: 

– Functional space requirements of the proposed activities 

– Heritage significance, including the bund wall and Woodley’s Shed 

– Existing and proposed topography 

– Environmental values and sensitivities of the area 

– Existing natural features, such as vegetation, views, and drainage 

– Connection and orientation to the water 

– Functional circulation and flow across the site 

The design strategies and details for each zone are provided in the following sections. 

Figure 77: Structure plan 
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 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Figure 108: Artist’s impression - view of The Green, as seen from the Foreshore Walk (trees and landscape indicatively shown at five years maturity) 
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 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Figure 113: Artist’s impression of the Foreshore Walk, Foreshore Common, and The Green (trees and landscape indicatively shown at five years maturity) 
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4.13  Water sensitive urban 
design and drainage plan 
Currently, stormwater run-off from Balls Head Road enters the Harbour without 
treatment. The design applies Water-Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) standards and 
techniques to address this issue, aiming to filter and cleanse stormwater before it 
reaches the Harbour. The design redirects run-off from Balls Head Road and Precinct 
1 through a series of rain gardens in The Bund area and bio-swales along the northern 
escarpment of the Foreshore Commons and The Green, which also capture natural 
seepage from the escarpment face. 

Plantings within the bio-swale have been selected, as documented in Section 4.14, 
to slow water flow and provide for natural filtration of the run-off. Picnic shelters 
collect stormwater and direct to passively irrigate the surrounding gardens and 
swale vegetation. The bio-swales and rain gardens are designed to integrate into the 
surrounding landscape and will be planted with endemic riparian and aquatic species. 
This approach not only improves the quality of water discharged into the Harbour, but 
also creates habitat for native fauna and enhances the site’s overall ecosystem. The 
treatment system will also serve as an educational opportunity for visitors to learn about 
WSUD approaches. 

By working with the site’s natural topography, the design minimises reliance on 
underground drainage. Modified ground levels help channel surface water into the 
proposed bio-swales, allowing for passive treatment of stormwater. 

Additionally, the hardscape design maximises the use of permeable surfaces throughout 
the site, which will promote on-site infiltration, help reduce surface runoff, and further 
support sustainable water management while strengthening the site’s connection to the 
Harbour. 

Figure 125: Water Sensitive Urban Design and drainage plan 
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4.14.2 Tree replacement and rehabilitation 
Tree Replacement Strategy 

Transport recognises the value the North Sydney community 
places on its natural landscapes, heritage features, and open 
space. 

Transport has prepared a Tree Replacement Strategy which is 
available on the project website. The strategy includes options for 
replacing trees, in partnership with North Sydney Council, in line 
with the Minister’s Conditions of Approval. 

The strategy is centered around five objectives to guide ongoing 
discussions, planning and delivery of tree replacement in the 
North Sydney local government area throughout the delivery 
phase of the project. 

– Objective One – prioritise community open space 

– Objective Two – prioritise proximity to tree removal sites 

– Objective Three – plant in areas according to existing Council 
policies 

– Objective Four – balance needs such as amenity, comfort, 
light, people movement, views 

– Objective Five – plant in areas that will promote growth and 
success of planted trees. 

Transport will continue to work with North Sydney Council, 
the local community, and stakeholders to determine the best 
outcomes for replacement tree species, sizes, and locations. 

Policies and Planning 

The strategy was developed by taking into account the principles 
and objectives of a wide range of NSW Government and North 
Sydney Council policies and plans including: 

– Greater Sydney Green Grid 2017 

– Urban Tree Canopy Guide 2017 

– Transport for NSW Biodiversity Guidelines 2011 

– Transport for NSW Beyond the Pavement policy 2023 

– North Sydney Street Tree Strategy 2018 

– North Sydney Urban Forest Strategy 2018 

– North Sydney Public Domain Strategy 2020 

– Other documents as identified by Council in the development 
of this strategy 

Delivery of the Strategy 

The Tree Replacement Strategy outlines an implementation 
methodology for delivering replacement trees throughout the 
course of the project, including the following steps: 

– Seeking agreement with Council to explore all options 

– Ongoing options development with Council 

– Progressive replacement approach 

– Sourcing program for replacement tree stock 

– Replacement delivery plan 

– Ongoing evaluation – adaptive approach through life of 
project 

– Shared community consultation / involvement options 
throughout 
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Landscape Strategy Report 

Conditions of Approval 

MCoA E184 to E187 relate to tree impacts and rehabilitation, in 
particular tree removal, replacement plantings and rehabilitation. 
The key requirements of the conditions are: 

– Design to retain as many existing trees as possible 

– Tree and planting replacement in ratio of 2:1 

– Deliver an increase in tree canopy 

– Aim to enhance Council position for Sydney Green Grid 

– Replacement trees within 500 metres of project boundary 
and on public land 

– Meets the requirement for quality tree stock in AS2303:2018 

Purpose of Report 

The purpose of the Landscape Strategy Report is outlined in 
MCoA E187. The report will: 

– Detail the type, size, number and location of replacement 
trees 

– Demonstrate how replacement plants are consistent with the 
requirements in conditions E184 and E185. 

The report will be developed independently to this PDLP. 
The report will be submitted to the Planning Secretary 
for information no later than nine months following the 
commencement of operation and will be available on the 
project’s website once approved. 

The replacement trees detailed in the report will be provided no 
later than six months following commencement of operation. 
Where possible, the project will provide replacement trees in a 
progressive manner during the construction to allow for early 
establishment of vegetation screening. 

Local area constraint 

– North Sydney is a highly built up urban area with existing 
good tree coverage, particularly in residential areas; there is 
limited opportunity in streetscape to plant offset trees 

– There are significant underground and overhead utilities 
throughout the North Sydney LGA including water and gas 
mains underground, and electricity cabling and wires both 
underground and overhead 

– Engineering constraints in relation to the planting of trees 
—including clearance, safety, lines of sight (under canopy) in 
accordance with Austroad standards 

– Maintenance of trees including access for maintenance and 
the need for maintenance to be carried out safely 

– North Sydney’s small geographic area relative to other 
councils across Greater Sydney, and North Sydney’s role as 
both a business centre and residential area 

– A significant number of longstanding parks and open space 
that have been well vegetated for many decades, limiting 
scope for additional tree planting. 

4.14.3 Monitoring and maintenance 
procedures for the built elements 
Prior to the operational commencement of the project, an 
Operations and Maintenance Manual will be developed. The 
manual will provide detailed procedures for the monitoring 
and maintenance of permanent built elements for the life of 
the project. Consultation with the suppliers of the landscaping 
elements as well as the contractor responsible for the operational 
and maintenance phase of the project will be undertaken prior to 
the finalisation of the manual. 

The following table identifies maintenance activities typically 
required to be undertaken for landscape areas on the project 
until handover of the project. Following maintenance advice from 
suppliers of each element, the Operations and Maintenance 
Manual will contain the maintenance requirements to be 
implemented. Maintenance of all landscaped and revegetated 
works shall be carried out in accordance with Transport 
Specification R178 ‘Vegetation’ and R179 ‘Landscape Planting’. 
The specifications cover standards and methods for tasks 
typically required for landscape and horticultural maintenance. 
The scope of this work comprises: 

– Weeding 

– Pruning 

– Mulching 

– Fertilising 

– Pest and disease control 

– Replacement planting 

– Mowing. 

        



















	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

 

 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

 

 

 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

 	

This wayfinding system will be a catalyst for reconnection—seamlessly integrating 
Berrys Bay into Sydney Harbour’s waterfront network through intuitive, place-led 
navigation. 

The system will employ subtle topographic cues, Indigenous design principles and 
maritime references to create an authentic sense of journey— transforming movement 
through the landscape into meaningful discovery. Embedding narrative into circulation 
means every path tells a story while serving its functional purpose, making Berrys Bay 
both easier to navigate and richer to experience. 

The approach proritises: 

– Legibility with a clear hierarchy of routes that balance wayfinding and wandering 

– Placemaking through culturally informed interpretive elements that reveal layered 
histories 

– Connectivity via visual and tactile cues that strengthen links to neighbouring bays 

– Sustainability using durable, context-sensitive materials that weather gracefully 

This is a high level concept. The final design will be further developed through 
community engagement in the later stage. 

Figure 129: Wayfinding map 
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	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Excerpt from Berrys Bay Site Wide Strategy & Schematic Specifications, 2025, by Found Wayfinding 
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4.18  Art integration 
The parklands have been designed with opportunities for integration of public art. A 
program has been developed to work with a First Nations artist in the development of 
integrated artworks. The design opportunities and future integration are based upon 
the project vision, established from the co-design process and foundational work on 
Connecting with Country. 

The artworks will work in harmony with the overall design, environmental qualities, and 
cultural narratives and story of Country, with the opportunity for artworks to: 

– Incorporate the use of salvaged material from precincts 

– Integrate local designs, histories, and storytelling of the place (eg. the importance of 
nawi (traditional canoes as part of the water story) 

– Reference local colours and patterns 

– Implement a balanced approach to art integration which includes both traditional 
and contemporary interpretations such as the use of technology, multimedia, and 
lighting 

– Integrate local Aboriginal language and educational concepts 

– Reference the linework styles used in the rock engravings and paintings found at 
Balls Head. Avoid using styles such as dot artworks found in other areas of Australia 

– Allow for community participation in the creation that promotes engagement for all 
ages and demographics 

– Align with the NSW Department of Education syllabus requirements that allow for 
educational features and accessibility to resources outside of the classroom 

– Gather oral histories for inclusion on the ‘Amplify’ audio platform, in partnership with 
the State Library of NSW. 

The artwork may also consider wider links that bridge beyond the boundaries of the park 
and speak to the connectedness of the site with Country and heritage in their broadest 
sense. 

4.17.1 Artist engagement and procurement process 
The project will engage an artist who can work in a co-design process with local 
Knowledge Holders to integrate Connecting to Country artwork in the context of 
parklands, harbour, and rich maritime history. 

This process will involve design workshops with the project team and the selected 
artist(s) along with engagement workshops with First Nations community members 
and walks on Country as part of the co-design process. Local Knowledge Holders will 
be engaged to take part in the co-design process to provide guidance to the artist and 
architectural team in the development of the artwork. 

Figure 130: Indicative artwork opportunities in the parklands; final locations for artwork will be selected in collaboration with the artist 
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 4.18.1 Art opportunities 

Vertical surfaces Paving Furniture 

Figure 131: Debra Beale - Ngalga Dyi, Duba, Nura & Garrigarrang, meaning Look 
Here, Ground, Country and Sea, 1 Elizabeth Street 

Wayfinding & signage 

Note: artwork will defer to the wayfinding strategy (by others) 

Figure 132: Diana Nikkelson - Goanna Ground, Art Gallery of Ballarat. 

Canopies 

Figure 133: Yerrabingin- Rammed Earth Yarning/Seating Circle, South Eveleigh 
Indigenous Cultural Landscape Garden 

Play equipment 

Figure 134: Heine Jones - Wayfinding, Fotheringham Reserve, Dandenong, Australia Figure 135: Mandy Nicholson - Outer Facade and Ceiling Mural Reflecting Six Figure 136: Co-designed with local Aboriginal stakeholders and project team - Yirran 
Elements of Wurundjeri Culture, Burwood Brickworks Muru Play Space, Shellharbour CIty Library 
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 4.19  Design response to project principles 
PROJECT PRINCIPLE KEY DESIGN MOVE 

Designing with Country 

The design team has engaged extensively with community 
representatives and Traditional Knowledge Holders as 

Work collaboratively with Aboriginal communities to ensure 
documented in Section 3.3. These consultations have directly 

meaningful representation and stewardship of the site 
influenced the design outcomes and will continue to influence 
the development of wayfinding and art. 

By recognising Aboriginal cultures as a living culture, facilitate the 
continuation of and use of the site for ongoing cultural practices thus 
bringing First Nations histories and stories to life 

The design accommodates gathering spaces for different size 
groups to allow for the sharing of cultural knowledge through 
programs organised by North Sydney Council. The landscaping 
and interpretation on site will include elements that allow for 
learning about the endemic vegetation and Cammeraygal 
history. 

Weave First Nations storytelling in play equipment, street furniture, 
and design details 

The design of the playground has been informed by the First 
Nations engagement. The furniture and design details, including 
the canopies, fixed seating, and paving provide the opportunity 
for further integration of motifs through work with First Nations 
artist. 

Create an Inclusive and Safe Space 

Incorporate flexible and varied open spaces to cater to different 
types of events, community activities, and cultural practices 

Incorporate Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 
(CPTED) principles, particularly passive surveillance and clear, 
legible connections in the public domain, to increase safety and the 
perception of safety for people 

Universal access is achieved for spaces throughout the park, 
Create spaces with universal access with ramp access provided from Balls Head Road to the 

parklands integrated with the staircase for equitability. 

Public art opportunities have been identified in Section 4.18, 
Use public art opportunities to represent the community and culture with further opportunities defined for wayfinding and signage, 

as identified in Section 4.17. 

Provide places at Berrys Bay that complement other destinations 
on the Peninsula, such as the Sustainability Centre, Waverton Park, 
Carradah Park, and Balls Head Reserve 
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Several gathering spaces are provided throughout the park 
to allow for large group gatherings and small quiet spaces for 
contemplation. These range from large, flat outdoor spaces, 
such as the Foreshore Common and Green, to informal 
amphitheatre spaces at the water’s edge and around Woodley’s 
Shed, including covered outdoor space and the fully enclosed 
and conditioned community space. 

CPTED principles have been used throughout the park, with 
the design opening up the bund wall to improve sightlights, 
tree selection considering foliage height to limit opportunities 
for hiding, and building and support spaces configured for 
sightlines. 

Connections have been created to adjacent public spaces on 
the peninsula to allow for accessible connections. The design 
of elements within the parklands, including railings and paving 
are integrated with the design approach in adjacent parks. 
The community spaces complement the offerings at the Coal 
Loader. 

PROJECT PRINCIPLE KEY DESIGN MOVE 

Express the Layers of History 

Heritage interpretation is integrated into the design within the 
Integrate storytelling elements, heritage markers, and public art to park, as well as the design response at Woodley’s Shed. See 
reflect the site’s evolving identity 

Section 4.11 for information about retained heritage items. 

Items of heritage significance are retained where possible, 
with interpretation and reuse as appropriate. Notable examples 

Incorporate the elements of heritage significance within the site into include the original Woodley’s Shed signage and winches, 
the design as well as restoration and interpretation of elements such as 

the slipways. See Section 4.11 for information about retained 
heritage items. 

The playground integrates the heritage of the site as described 
Play experiences integrated with site history and character 

in Sections 1.5.4 and 4.5. 

Heritage interpretation is integrated into the design within the 
Draw on the site’s maritime and industrial history to inform the form 

park, as well as the design response at Woodley’s Shed. See 
and detailing of architectural elements 

Section 4.11 for information about retained heritage items. 

Rejuvenate Pre-Industrial Vegetation and Improve Biodiversity 

Planting strategy integrates endemic species, with the 
Use locally endemic plant species in ‘natural’ informal planting 

opportunity to provide education on vegetation through 
arrangements to strengthen biodiversity and habitat connections 

interpretive wayfinding. 

Bioretention and filtration has been included as a key feature in 
Extend habitat creation initiatives undertaken at adjacent parklands the parklands, allowing for the continuation of the frog habitat 
to encourage fauna population established in Carradah Park. The diversity of landscape will 

encourage the return of birds to the area. 

Enhance the marine habitat through the cleansing of run off into the The biofiltration swales will provide for cleansing of run off 
Harbour within the park before draining to the Harbour. 

Trees have been added with consideration for canopy cover and 
Maximise the planting opportunities and increase canopy coverage 

shading, as shown in Section 4.15. 

Where possible, existing endemic vegetation is retained, 
Minimise vegetation clearing where feasible notably at the edges of the park along Balls Head Road and the 

escarpment. 

Utilise the unique vegetation along the foreshore and extend it across The species selection has been developed to align with the 
the wider site, shaping the experience of the Bay vegetation in adjacent areas, as documented in Section 4.15. 

        



	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

 

PROJECT PRINCIPLE KEY DESIGN MOVE 

Sustainability 

Materials have been selected for the exposed marine 
Design with durability and resilience in mind, using materials and 

environment and align with North Sydney Council maintenance 
landscapes that require minimal upkeep 

regime. 

Where appropriate, tunnel spoil will be used for fill on site, 
Maximise the use of tunnel spoil and recycled materials, in including at Woodley’s Shed and The Green to achieve the 
accordance with circular economy principles required elevations. Other salvaged elements from the 

deconstruction of Woodley’s will be used where possible. 

The design for the occupiable spaces at Woodley’s allows for 
Accommodate for sea level rise in the design of maritime elements. the land to be raised approx. 1.4m above its current height to 

protect the public spaces from sea level rise. 

WSUD principles are used in the design of the park, including 
Incorporate Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) principles and with the inclusion of bio-retention swales and pervious 
passive storm water quality solutions to reduce reliance on reticulated pavement where appropriate. Stormwater will be collected from 
water supply and improve urban water quality canopy rooftops for passive irrigation, as described in Section 

4.13. 




